
Dear Parish Family,

Bishop Bradley has allowed parishes in the diocese of Kalamazoo to celebrate public Masses again if we strive to
do so safely. With the dangerous COVID-19 virus still in the air, there are a number of changes we will have to make.

The accompanying list outlines the procedures that will be in effect during this first phase of reopening. These
restrictions are in place to protect all at the parish. The virus is still active and is still spreading. It spreads primarily
by moisture coming from the mouth, but may also be picked up from touching contaminated surfaces. The danger
of contracting the disease is increased in spaces where a number of people are present for a period of time – such as
at church for Mass. The bishop consulted with a group of experts to study the situation and give us the basic
guidelines. A group of St. Basil parishioners, including medical people, parish leaders and parish staff have been
working to adapt it to our local situation. We must do our best to be “our brother’s keeper.” We need to prepare the
safest environment we can to come together for Eucharist, but it is impossible to eliminate all danger.

Those not at risk, and who do not come into close contact with anyone who is, can now try to start coming back to
Mass. All those attending Mass, which can only be 25% of our capacity, must practice social distancing, wear a mask
for their own protection and to protect others in the St. Basil community.

Not everyone should come back to Mass at this time. If you are vulnerable due to age or some medical condition, or
if you are currently ill in any way, please protect yourself and others by staying home. If you cannot wear a face mask
for some reason, you should stay home. If there is a vulnerable person in your life you could endanger by picking up
the virus at church, you should stay home.

Since for one reason or another, not everyone will be able to safely be at Sunday Mass, Bishop Bradley has extended
the general dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass at least until September 6, 2020. This applies to
all Catholics in the Diocese of Kalamazoo.

We all need to keep the Lord’s day holy of course, but not all of us will be able to attend Mass every week. For many,
viewing live-streamed or televised Masses will still be one of the best ways to keep the Lord’s day holy, but any other
prayerful practices you have developed during this time should also be continued. The important part is not to drift
away from God. God never turns his back on us.

In order to reopen as safely as possible, on-site volunteers are going to be needed to greet and check people in, to help
direct them to available seating, and to disinfect, after Mass, the parts of the building that were occupied. If you can
volunteer for any of these things let us know at 269-637-2404. Some training will be necessary so call soon!

Fr. Jim Morris



There are three phases to the bishop’s plan. The first phase is only a limited reopening. The second phase, which will
allow for more people to come to Mass, will begin at some unknown future date. The third phase means getting back
to normal. During this first phase the following procedures will be in effect:

C Attendance at Mass will be by reservation only. Depending on the number of volunteers, there will be room
for 55 - 60 people at each Mass. Click on “Sign Up For Mass” on the parish website or call 269-637-2404.
If you can’t get on a list one week you can put yourself on a waiting list to get priority status the following
week.

C Arrive at church 15 minutes earlier than you normally do to allow for check-in and waiting to be seated. The
doors will be locked after Mass begins to allow the volunteers to attend.

C You must use the South entrance where volunteers will check you in. Heed the markers indicating the six-
foot separation needed between you and other family groups.

C Once you check in move toward the church, maintaining the six-foot distancing, and wait for an usher to
direct you to one of the designated places in the church. The seating needs to be very carefully controlled.
Please do not expect to get your usual seat.

C Everyone should bring a mask and wear it at all times, except for children under the age of 2. Children under
eight or unable to follow these protocols must stay with their parents at all times.

C You are encouraged to bring your own hand sanitizer if you wish to use it. The church’s supply is limited.

C Use of restrooms is not encouraged and only the restrooms by the elevator on the church level will be open..
With the exception of parents with their small children, only one person at a time may be in a restroom.

C There will be no missalettes or hymnals available. You may follow along with the readings by using a smart
phone to visit www.usccb.org or any Mass Reading app you are familiar with.

C Although music is a very important component of the liturgy, singing will be kept to a minimum since it
projects the virus much more effectively than normal talking.

C There will be no collection or gift procession. There will be boxes available after Mass for making
contributions securely.

C Follow the instructions given at Mass for receiving Communion. Approach by the side aisles and return by
the main aisle. Receive communion in the hand with your mask on, then step six feet away from the priest
or minister before lowering your mask to put the host in your mouth. Do your best to maintain a distance of
six feet from the nearest people at all times but briefly passing others closer than that should still be relatively
safe.

C After Mass, when you leave, go out one pew at a time, starting from the back (nearest the exit doors.)
Maintain six feet of separation at all times. You may leave the building by any door. You will need to exit
quickly without much socializing inside to allow us to disinfect.

C Please have patience with all concerned. This is strange and new for everyone!

http://www.usccb.org

