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St. Basil Parish. The editorial staff welcomes your com-
ments, suggestions, and help. Contact any of the follow-
ing Outreach members: Geralyn Monacelli, Jay Landry, 
or Sylvia Verdonk. 
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Save a Tree! (and postage) 
If you would prefer to receive the Outreach via email 
or view it on the website (and not receive a paper 
copy in the mail) please email your preference to: 
cwondergem@saintbasilcatholicchurch.org. 

Nine Wonderful Years 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35) 

Nine years ago you opened your doors to a 
stranger and warmly welcomed me as your 
new pastor. Over those nine years I was 
embraced by your prayers, support, gener-
osity, and love. You made me a part of the 
St. Basil parish family. You never failed to 
provide me with everything I needed to 
carry out my ministry as your servant and 

pastor. For all this and so much more, I am deeply grateful 
and humbled. 

You have been, for me, such a wonderful and welcoming 
community. I have been so blessed to have been able to 
spend these past nine years with you. Your vision of Church 
has enlivened me. Your faith has strengthened me and your 
commitment to the poor has thrilled me. There is an energy 
and spirit here at Saint Basil that flows from the Eucharistic 
Table and reaches out to embrace so many people and           
ministries. Your personal commitment to Jesus has called 
you to move beyond self and to embrace all who come 
through our doors. 

I have been blessed to be a part of this vibrant community.         
I thank you for allowing me to be a part of your joyful            
celebrations of life and growth. I also thank you for allowing 
me to be part of those moments of illness, suffering, death, 
and tragedy. I thank you for your encouragement and also 
for the times you challenged me when I needed it. I thank 
you for allowing me to spoil your children with stories and 
high-fives.  I thank you for the cookies and snacks and             
delicious supplies of chocolate desserts. I thank you for 
trusting me and allowing me to lead us to new directions and 
places as a parish. And I thank you most of all for your       
prayers, your example of faith, and your commitment to the 
poor. You have inspired me and carried me through some 
difficult times. 

On July 1, my role in the community will change. We will 
have a new Pastor, and I will be his Vicar. I pray I will be 
able to continue being your friend and brother. I will always 
look back on these nine years as some of the most satisfying 
and challenging of my life. I will walk away as your             
former pastor knowing that I tried to give you my best. I will 
walk away knowing that I did my best to love you and     
hopefully serve you, and that my ministry was faithful to the 
call of Jesus.  

Thanks for the memories and thanks for the journey.               
But most of all, thanks for being a people of faith and             
so very committed to the Lord. I am so blessed that you 
opened your doors to me nine years ago. God bless you, and 
thank you. 
     Fr. Bob 

Our parish school students say: 

“Father Bob taught me to be 
nice to others.” 

“I learned from you that you 
love Jesus.” 

“Fr. Bob is funny — really           
funny. I learned cool stuff.” 

“You taught me that some 
saints didn’t know how to be saints at first.” 

“Fr. Bob taught me that Jesus is real and that Jesus 
loves all the little children of the world.” 

“I love you, Father Bob. You are the best priest ever.”    



Our Parish Journey 
by Roger Neper 

What? There is a parish journey at St. Basil          
parish? Yes, there is a parish journey. In fact,     
there are many faith journeys in our parish.               
This specific journey has been a road that has been 
smooth, bumpy, under construction, detoured,                           
re-constructed, and re-directed. The road signs 
have been a series of words starting with the letter 
“T”: Time, Talent, Treasure, Tithe, and Tender-
ness. It is the faith journey of Stewardship. 

I wish to share a brief history of the efforts of 
Stewardship at St. Basil. In 2004, Fr. John Young called 
six parishioners to form a Stewardship Committee. The 
group met to study and prayerfully consider how we could 
help the parish embrace stewardship: all we have and all 
that we are as coming from God. In 2005, 146 parishion-
ers participated in the “New Beginnings” program. The 
result was an outpouring of time, talent, and energy on 
parish needs: a new sprinkler system, the start of youth 
ministry, better support of right to life ministry, deepening 
our commitment to We Care, a growing awareness for a 
parish council, improved hospitality, and formation of 
prayer groups. 

In 2007, Fr. John retired and Fr. Bob Flickinger became 
our pastor. In 2010, Fr. Bob initiated the strategic plan-
ning committee to establish a parish vision. By 2012, a 
Parish Pastoral Council was established and the steward-
ship committee was revitalized. In early 2014, the church 
restoration became the focus of the Restore the Glory 
Stewardship campaign which has been successful as our 
church restoration is moving along. 

In May 2015, a new stewardship committee was estab-
lished, led by Jay Freel Landry with Fr. Bob’s encourage-

ment. A handful of parishioners have given wit-
ness talks at Masses about various aspects of stew-
ardship as a way of life. In September 2015, Jay 
shared about the stewardship of prayer and rela-
tionships. Bishop Untener’s booklet on steward-
ship was given out the following weekends where 
the original quantity was 200 but we had to order 
500 to meet the demand for them. In December 
2015, Marci McCarthy spoke about the steward-
ship of sacrificial giving and treasure. In February 

of this year, Colleen Skuza shared about the stewardship 
of gifts and talents. In May, Kendra and Martin Super 
spoke about tithing and the Bishops Appeal. 

All of these testimonies were inspiring and well received.  
As Bishop Untener suggests, “How does my life reveal 
that I am a son or daughter of God?” Stewardship is first 
and foremost about the journey of becoming a son or 
daughter of God. It is, contrary to popular misunderstand-
ing, not about raising money. Rather, it is about realizing 
how much we have been blessed by God in so many ways 
and then living a life of discipleship that is grounded in 
gratitude for all that we have and all that we are – flowing 
from our loving God, who, as our diocesan patron,             
St. Augustine said long ago, created us to love us. 

Stewardship is fundamentally about the spirituality of giv-
ing. It is not about God’s need to receive. Rather, it is 
about our need as disciples of Jesus to give, for it is in giv-
ing that it becomes “walking by faith and not by sight” 
that we truly grow as disciples. It is God’s love and grace 
that empowers us to give much more than we imagined 
possible – as Jesus gave his life in great trust and love. 
May we follow Jesus in giving all that we are and all that 
we have back to God in love and gratitude. 

Catechist Corner 
By Sylvia Verdonk 

Our Youth Faith Formation program completed another very successful and ful-
filling year on May 22. The month of May was the culmination of many of our 
experiences through the year with the May Crowning of the statue of the Blessed 
Mother on the bluff on May 1 and Ascension, Pentecost and the Feast of the Ho-
ly Trinity.  Just as Jesus sent his disciples out into the world at His Ascension, 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, we pray that our children have 
learned that they, too, are called by Jesus to be his disciples today, to make the 
world a better place. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank a loving and dedicated staff for their willingness to share their faith with 
our children and their diligence each week in showing God to them as Father, Redeemer, and faithful companion. This 
year, 70 students attended Sunday classes taught by Colleen Skuza, Rosalie Plechaty, Martha Daufenbach, Evelia Bara-
jas, Margie and Ken Little, Danny May, and Janine Marr. Aides who assisted in the 2nd and 3rd/ 4th grade classes were 
Maria Rayas and Sonia Parra. Alice Bell, Sandy McPeak, Erin Pielen, Gina Rocca, and Mike and Marci McCarthy 
shared their time with classes as substitutes when the need arose. As one can see, many people have given of their time 
and talents as stewards of our Catholic faith, willing to share all they could with our precious children.  

This year, the First Communion Mass will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 26. We ask for your prayers of thanks-
giving and blessing for the 33 candidates who will be receiving Holy Eucharist for the first time on that day. 

Religious education classes for grades 1-8 will resume in mid-September. Registration information will be provided in 
the Church bulletin in August. 

May God continue to bless our children and may they continue to grow in faith under the guidance of parents and the 
Church community. We also pray that God will be with all families and keep them safe as they enjoy summer activities. 
Peace be with you! 



Schools For All is an outreach from the people of the Diocese 
of Kalamazoo to the church in Burkina Faso, West                   
Africa.Schools for All began in 2000, after a priest from            
Africa, Fr. Thomas Kabore, was sent to St. Augustine               
Cathedral in Kalamazoo to study English and learn about the 
church in the United States. After he returned to Africa, Pope 
Saint John Paul II made him a Bishop. He then returned to              
St. Augustine and shared the story of the poverty and lack of 
educational opportunities in his country. 

Although public education existed, it was not free. Burkina 
Faso was one of the poorest countries in the world, and the 
poorest in Africa. None of the children in his community had 
ever attended school, and the cycle of poverty was never going 
to end. His proposal at that time was to start a school for grades 
1 and 2 - using teachers who only had a 5th grade education - 
with hopes of educating a new grade every year and providing 
ongoing training for the teachers. He asked us to help fund this. 
Thus, Schools for All was formed.  It was so named because he 
vowed from day one that no child would be turned away based 
on religion and he promised that a full 50% of the children 
would be female.  This was unheard of in his country. 

 Dear Friends, 
   We have received from Bishop Thomas your various multiple and very nice gifts. It took 
a time until we got it because we had some problems with the correct address.  We are 
very happy and very grateful to you and also to all donators. In the name of the all the 
High School we say to you from the bottom of our heart thank you. It was really a very 

special moment for us as we distributed your gifts in the High School. They embellished their class-
rooms with beautiful doves that you can see in the picture. Our children appreciated a lot the different 
pictures inside:  doves, crosses etc. They thank you once again for love and attention. With your mon-
ey we tried step by step to offer the population of Basnere this High School. It´s a process. It´s always 
at the beginning because we have right now only one classroom which is overcrowded. With your 
support we´re trying to continue and finish the second classroom for the next coming school year. It 
means we do need your help to continue and finish this High School which is really important for 
Basnere. Right now some parents are ready to send their children in your School for the next coming 
year because of the quality of our education. Thank you one more time for your commitment and your 
help for your goal : a good education for all specially for the poor. 
Yours sincerely, 
Fr. Emanuel Sawadogo, Director of the Catholic Schools, Diocese of Kaya  

Fast forward sixteen years, and Schools for All now 
encompasses grades 1-12 with schools in several towns 
throughout Burkina Faso. Bishop has relied steadily on 
the donations from people in the diocese of Kalamazoo 
and it is nothing short of miraculous what he has done. 

Schools for All is a 501c3 nonprofit organization 
and 100% of the funds donated are wired to Africa 
(minus wire transfer fees). All fundraising costs are do-
nated by generous individuals and churches. Not many 
nonprofits can say that. And, lives are being changed 

The church in Africa is growing, and peace between 
religions is flourishing - especially when children grow 
up sitting side-by-side with each other. 

Bishop Thomas Kabore will be coming to visit this 
summer. We look forward to having him share some of 
his stories with the people of St. Basil. Please consider 
supporting this amazing ministry. For more infor-
mation, contact Martha Lohrstorfer 269-290-5745. 

Schools For All—Your Help Is Appreciated! 
By Martha Lohrstorfer 

Craft Boutique 
Fundraiser for Schools For All 

July 23-24 before and after all the Masses 



St. Basil Catholic Church 
513 Monroe Blvd. 
South Haven, MI 49090 

As a young child I knew that I wanted to be a part of some-
thing bigger than myself when I grew up. In high school I 
was considering either a military career or looking into reli-
gious life, though at the time I didn’t know what that would 
entail. However, after being disqualified for military service, 
I decided to answer Jesus’ call to feed his sheep quite literally 
and dived into the restaurant industry.  

In the summer of 2011 while attending a Steubenville confer-
ence with my youth group, I first started having a feeling that 
I was supposed to do something more.  After viewing a video 
about discerning a vocation with the religious life and talking 
with a dear friend of mine who was a seminarian, I decided to 
look into religious orders when I returned home. While scan-
ning a list of thousands of religious orders for men, I heard a 
voice say quite clearly, “the Jesuits.” Growing up in a           
Catholic household, I’d heard about them. I knew they had 
good basketball teams and had opened up and ran numerous 
high schools and colleges, but that was about it. When my 
girlfriend at the time found out I was looking into religious 
life, she wasn’t happy. After a week of fighting, I put the 
matter aside and informed the vocation director, that           
currently life was a bit hectic, since I was still in my second 
year of college.  

A few months later I broke up with my girlfriend. We’d al-
ready stopped attending Mass by this time and most of my 
friends had left me because of her so my life was suddenly 
very empty. In trying to fill the loneliness, I began living a 
“life of debauchery” for about a year. But one night, when I 

felt the absolute furthest from God, and was angry and sad-
dened that my life wasn’t fulfilling or bringing me joy, God 
rocked my world. I realized that the young man I had been in 
high school would be ashamed of who I was now. I needed 
God in my life and more importantly, in my heart. 

With the help of local Jesuits, I began to rebuild my faith and 
repair my relationship with God. In return, He blessed me 
with a couple of very powerful prayer experiences. After six 
months of working with a Jesuit spiritual director, I decided   
I wanted to discern a vocation with the Society of Jesus, the 
official name of the Jesuit order. This discernment period 
lasted about two and a half years, and my decision to apply 
was made after an amazing and powerful week of silent           
retreat at the Novitiate of the Midwest Province of the           
Society of Jesus.  

In August, I will be moving to St. Paul, Minnesota, to attend 
the Novitiate. There, I will spend the first two years of my 
formation with other men who have answered God’s call to 
serve. Although we are supposed to remain open to the Holy 
Spirit in where it may guide us, I currently feel called to the 
Brotherhood rather than the Priesthood. As such, I will be a 
fully professed Jesuit, but will not be ordained. Rather than 
serve the communities liturgically, I will serve them in other 
manners as needed. During my discernment, I have been 
blessed with many opportunities to learn about the role of the 
Jesuit Brother, including a week long medical mission trip to 
Nicaragua, and joyfully await the many more opportunities 
that lie in my future.  

On A Faith-filled Journey of Service 
By Vicktor Moberg 


